























FACT SHEET
State Route 710 Tunnel Technical Study

The Study

In 2006, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (METRQO) commissioned a
Tunnel Feasibility Assessment Study concluding that an option to construct an underground tunnel is
feasible. Caltrans will now build upon the previous study and include public participation. Technically,
the study requires looking at all possible options to construct a tunnel, while considering all practicable
options for routes. The potentially affected communities will be fully involved in the process. The
technical study will focus on geo-technical surveys to identify bore locations, seismology, noise,
groundwater, ventilation, air quality, hazardous waste, traffic forecasting and counts. Educational and
public outreach will involve focus groups, public meetings, written materials, discussions and a centrally
located information office open to the public. The SR-710 Tunnel Technical Study is due to complete by
late, 20009.

Background

1964 - The California Highway Commission (now known as California Department of Transportation (or
Caltrans)) adopted the “Meridian Route” for the 710 Extension through the Cities of Alhambra, Los
Angeles, South Pasadena and Pasadena to close the 6.2-mile gap between Interstate 10 and State
Route 210 to maintain the best possible levels of service.

1986 - A third Draft EIS-Supplement, presenting the “Meridian Variation Alternative,” was prepared to
show a reduction of the proposed project’s impacts on historic properties.

1998 —The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approved the Record of Decision (ROD) with
additional conditions. The construction cost for the ROD selected alternative is $823 million. Caltrans
programmed $9.7 million through the Interregional Transportation Improvement Program (ITIP) for
Interim Traffic Improvement projects throughout the SR-710 corridor as mandated by FHWA in the ROD.
(The total estimate proposed was $25.1 million). The Cities of South Pasadena, Pasadena and El
Sereno have been able to secure an additional $46 million through Former Congressman James Rogan,
27" District, to fund additional improvement projects throughout the SR-710 Corridor.

2003 ~The FHWA rescinds the ROD.
2006 — METRO initiates and conducts a Tunnel Feasibility Assessment Study

Benefits

All interested parties and communities potentially affected by each proposed corridor option are fairly
represented in an open and inclusive public process through the Technical Advisory Committee and the
Steering Committee. The final result of the study will determine which corridor(s) is/are practicable for
further study and decisions will be made to determine the next step.

Contact:

Abdi Saghafi, Project Manager

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
213-897-9810

email: abdi.saghafi@dot.ca.gov EXHIBIT A 1
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